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a long discussion they agreed that three men could
do it comfortably. Rather anxiously I then paced
one side of the square and found that it was nine-
teen feet long, giving three hundred and sixty-one
square feet for the three men to dig. This meant
that each man could do one-third of a cubic foot
more than the one hundred and twenty which were
demanded of him. What I should have done if the
calculation had come out wrong I really do not
know !
Towards the end of January 1917 a bomb-shell
arrived at Nasiriyah in the shape of a circular
telegram from the Chief Political Officer ordering
Philby to Amara, on the Tigris, as Assistant Politi-
cal Officer, Howcll from Amara to Nasiriyah to
relieve me, myself to Suq ash Shcyukh to relieve
Dickson, and Dickson to the Supply and Transport
Corps to help with local purchase. This last trans-
fer was given as the reason for a series of moves
which involved suddenly changing four officers who
were beginning to know their work, and the order
caused great consternation on the Euphrates, what-
ever it may have done on the Tigris. Dickson and
I were both very happy where we were, and did
not at all like moving, but there was no help for it,
and as he was said to be urgently required for his
new job I went down at once to Suq to take over
from him, I shall never forget walking round his
domain with him that first evening. I had never
myself adopted the ordinary Moslem salutation of
Salamun akikwn, which I had been told no Christian
or Jew should use for fear of a rude reply, but
Dickson used it to everyone and was greeted in
return with shouts of " Waldkum as salam, ya
Duxon/* from his smiling charges. They were so